MINUTES
Regular Village Board Meeting

December 10, 2014
The Village of Blue Mounds Meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Audra Anderson, Village President, at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 10, 2014.  The agenda was posted on December 4, 2014.
2. Roll call: Audra Anderson, Phil Solchenberger, Jim Frame, Tim Klecker and Gary Friske
Others Present:  Janelle Mathews, Mt Horeb Mail, Karen Riek, Andrea Flickinger, and Kevin Krysinski.

3.  The Board said the Pledge of Allegiance in unison.

4. Public Forum:  None.
5.  Correction and approval of minutes:  

5a. Village Board Meeting of 11/12/2014:  Motion by Phil Solchenberger, seconded by Gary Friske to approve the Village Board Meeting minutes of 11/12/14.  Motion carried.  

President Anderson asked to suspend Robert’s Rules of Order to dispense with item 8a.

8a.  Water Rate Study, Kevin Krysinski.  Kevin Krysinski, with Johnson Block, spoke to the Board in regards to the water rate case.  Approximately one year ago, the Public Service Commission spoke with the Village’s accounting firm and was told the village needed to submit a water rate case application.  A draft study was completed and the model calculates an approximate 15% increase for water rates.  The application considers three main items, income, expense and any major projects.  Revenue has been flat and operating expenses were taken from the budget.  In the last two years there were a couple of major projects, but those were not added to the application information.  Trustee Friske quested if the costs were used from the last three years and was told the most information was taken from annual reports that are filed with the Public Service Commission.  After the application is filed the PSC will have follow up questions; a telephonic hearing will take place after all customers have been notified.  President Anderson stated that over 18 months ago the public service commission had contacted her regarding the need for a rate increase.  Motion by Jim Frame, seconded by Phil Solchenberger to allow Johnson Block to file the rate case application with the Public Service Commission.  Motion carried. 
6.  Reports:  Reports were reviewed.  President Anderson stated that she has had contact with Kim Ipsen regarding required tests, which were incorrect.  She is following up with him.  
7.  Approval of bills presented for payment:  Motion made by Phil Solchenberger, seconded by Jim Frame to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried. 
Unfinished Business:
8a.  Village Hall Remodeling.  Discussion was held regarding letter received from Mr. William Martin.  Motion by Phil Solchenberger, seconded by Gary Friske to pay the retainer in the amount of $1000.00 to Jericho Resources for Phase I of the grant research.  Motion carried.  
8b.  Highway F Update:  President Anderson asked for the Boards’ thought regarding burying the utility lines.  Depending on cost, the Board was in favor of her checking into that possibility and reporting back. 
9.  New Business

9a.  Village Caucus:    Motion by Phil Solchenberger, seconded by Tim Klecker to hold the Village Caucus will be held at 6:30 p.m. on January 14, 2015.  Motion carried.

9b.  Johnson Block Engagement Letter for 2014 Audit:  Motion by Tim Klecker, seconded by Jim Frame to approve the 2014 Audit engagement letter.  Motion carried.
9c.  Potential Building in Business Park:  President Anderson received a call from the owner of the business park lots and shared that there is a potential buyer for four lots for a farm implement business.  The Board was in favor of such a business.
9d.  Ordinance A-227 regarding setbacks on corner lots in the residential district:  Discussion was held regarding setbacks on corner lots and the fact that when the new code was re-done the original ordinance was left out.  Motion by Phil Solchenberger, seconded by Gary Friske to approve Ordinance A-227 regarding setbacks on corner lots.  Motion carried on roll call vote, all in favor.
Phil Solchenberger informed the Board that the building for the screening equipment is complete.

10.  Future agenda items:  None.
11.  Adjournment.  Gary Friske moved to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.
Minutes taken by Mary Jo Michek
Approved: January 14, 2015
__________________________ 

Audra Anderson, Village President  


