
MINUTES

Plan Commission Meeting

July 28, 2015
The Plan Commission meeting of the Village of Blue Mounds was called to order by Audra Anderson at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2015, at the Village Hall.

The meeting was posted on July 23, 2015.

Present:  Audra Anderson, David Lorenz, Donna Sefton, Joe Witmer, Tim Klecker, Amy Anderson, and Pluma Cool
Absent:  NONE
Others Present:  Karen Riek, Jim Frame, Lucas Henson, Josh Ruer, Mary Miller, Gary Friske, Dan Foster, Kim Ipsen, Joan Palmer, Matt Heindl, Dan Heindl and Attorney Todd Pfeil.  
2.
Motion by Donna Sefton, seconded by Joe Witmer to approve the minutes from the June 30, 2015, committee meeting.  Motion carried.
3.  
Public Forum:  Committee member, Donna Sefton, expressed concerns about the median on ID with the tall plants, it makes it difficult to see oncoming traffic and she was recently in an accident at CTH F and CTH ID.  Chair Anderson stated she would put the issue on the Park and Recreation Committee meeting.
4.
Stop sign on Main at Ridge and on Brigham at Main:  Discussion was held regarding a three-way stop sign on Brigham and Main and a four-way stop on Main and Ridge.  The police department will do some work on those streets, especially on Brigham and will report back to the Commission.
5. 
Red Wolf Trail speeding concerns:  Discussion was held regarding options to slow drivers down in the residential neighborhood.  Some options were to have signs stating “caution children playing”.  Once again Anderson stated she would contact the police to survey the area.
6.
The Hazelnut Café property maintenance:   Attorney Pfeil, who represents Joan Palmer, stated their goal is to be non-adversarial and voiced concerns regarding the process.  He asked the commission what exactly was required of his clients.  Chair Anderson stated that Joan Palmer received two letters telling her to specifically clean up all the debris, mow all weeds from the front, side and rear yards.  She stated that there had been progress after Palmer received the letter in July.  Pfeil asked Anderson if she understood where the lot lines were located.  Anderson stated she thought she was aware of the lot lines and asked if the tree and pole were on the property or not.  Pfeil stated the lot line is on the inside of the pole so the weeds outside of the pole have nothing to do with Palmer’s property.  Joan Palmer explained the location of the lot lines. Further stated the back yard was a garden.  Public Works employee D. Foster stated there are burdocks, itching weed and other weeds in the back yard.  Palmer wanted to know how they could see the back yard.  It was explained that when reading meters they have to cross some yards to access meters.  Tim Klecker voiced his concerns over the health, safety and the overflowing dumpster of garbage at the property stating that he saw no improvement at all until after they received the second letter.  Palmer stated she asked multiple times for clarification on what needed to be done and stated she has not been given clear information.  Anderson stated that the inspectors’ major concerns at this time were the access to the building and weeds, grass surrounding the building.  Anderson stated someone could walk over the snow fence, go up the stairs and enter the building through the open window.  Pfeil wants an email regarding what exactly is required.  Anderson went on to explain that the property maintenance ordinance was discussed with the village attorney and since the ordinance does not specify what if any authority the Plan Commission has she recommends the Plan have the Board make clarifications to the property maintenance ordinance.  Pfeil thanked Anderson for the explanation and agreed after he reviewed the ordinance he wondered how the Plan could act on ordinance violations. Pfeil then asked if he understood the issues right now, his client needs to address the open window and weeds.  Palmer asked the commission for a list of weeds.  D. Sefton told her that the State of Wisconsin defines noxious weeds.  Anderson stated that the village follows those same guidelines.  Palmer then asked how they could continue if they are not allowed to have building materials and asked to see pictures of the building materials.  Klecker asked her if she had a building permit, she stated she did not; he then wanted to know why they need building materials if they aren’t building.  Anderson stated she was happy to see progress and stated the committee wanted continued progress on the building.  Palmer looked at pictures stating certain items were not located on her property, including trees, and weeds and demanded to know when and who took the pictures.  D. Lorenz told her it was immaterial as to who took the photos and when and stated there is nothing the commission can do.  


Motion by Dave Lorenz to end this issue and send the matter to the full board.  Second by Tim Klecker, all in favor.  

Palmer requested all pictures including dates and who took them.  Lorenz told her it would go through the lawyer.
7.
BMAS Festival:  Anderson stated it was put on the agenda pursuant to discussions from last month’s meeting particularly as it related to branding the village.  D. Lorenz voiced concerns over the festival and questioned if it is what we want the village to be promoted as.  He doesn’t want the village to have a bad experience and have to recover from a bad event.  He suggests not having a festival this year.  P. Cool stated she was working to build the festival.  

Motion by Dave Lorenz, second Joe Witmer to require BMAS comes to the August board meeting to apply for permits that BMAS gives a detailed listing of events. 
8.
Rebranding of Village:  Anderson will send the email to all the committee members that the clerk gave her regarding the same.
9.
Continued review of the Comprehensive Plan:  Continued.

10.
Future Agenda Items:  Smokey Mountain Trail speeding issue, replacement for one committee member.  
11.
Adjournment:  8:55 p.m.

Minutes taken by:  Audra Anderson
Typed by: Mary Jo Michek



Approved:  __________________________
________________________________

Audra Anderson, Plan Commission Chair

